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ABOUT THE COMMISSION

Valkyrie Rising was commissioned by Corry Petersen and the Poudre High School Wind Ensemble in 2019. It premieres on March 5,
2019 at the Colorado Bandmasters Association Regional Festival.

PROGRAM NOTES

Valkyrie Rising is a huge departure from my normal compositional style. My goal with this piece was to create something that was fun,
loud, and exciting throughout. And those ideas formed through a sense of constant motion and polyrhythmic motives.

Throughout the piece there is a heavy emphasis never letting the audience tell if the piece is in 6/8 or 3/4. Furthermore, I utilize frequent
hemiolas to create a complex rhythmic texture that makes sure to fill any static space.

The title refers to a fantastical version of the female figures from Norse mythology whom choose who lives and dies in battle. My
interpretation views these powerful women battling with the power over life and death in the midst of an incredible turmoil, while also
showing their true regal nature of bringing the fallen warriors to the afterlife hall of the slain, Valhalla.

Valkyrie Rising is composed for and dedicated to my dear friend Corry Petersen.

CHRIS PILSNER

PERFORMANCE NOTES

All staccato notes should be performed staccattissimo, with an emphasis on having a lot of “bite” to the sound (especially in the brass).
That said the introductory clarinet figure beginning at m. 8 should have a very short, but soft & round sound as to emphasize the quiet
tension.

The conductor is encouraged to find their own method of conducting the piece as the hemiolas lead various sections to be conducted in
3/4, 6/8, or in one.

ABOUT THE COMPOSER

Composer and conductor Chris Pilsner is becoming an established name in the contemporary classical world. His music for orchestra,
wind ensemble, and chamber ensembles has been acclaimed by audiences, performers, and conductors worldwide and receives hundreds
of performances every year. Recordings of these works can be found throughout YouTube, garnering over 160,000 views.

In the concert hall, Chris’s music has been performed by groups as diverse as professional ensembles, universities, high schools, all-state/
honor ensembles, and even in Carnegie Hall. He has also been commissioned by/recorded with professional orchestras across the world
including the Vienna Synchron Stage Orchestra, Fort Collins Symphony Orchestra, Scottish Session Orchestra and the Budapest Scoring
Orchestra. In 2019, he traveled to Vienna to conduct the Vienna Synchron Stage Orchestra in a recording session of all his works for
string orchestra, which were released on his EP Album Elements in August of 2019. He was also the winner of the 2020 Film Scoring
Academy of Europe’s Call for Scores and recorded again with the Vienna Synchron Stage Wind Ensemble in 2021 for his new album to
be released in 2022.

As a conductor, Chris served as the Director of Orchestras at Windsor High School in Colorado from 2014-2019, where he greatly
expanded the orchestra program and lead his students to appear in the program’s first ever State ASTA Festival. Now a full-time
composer and conductor, he regularly appears as a guest conductor/clinician with schools, honor bands/orchestras, and other ensembles
across the nation. Because of his experience as a teacher, Chris is an avid supporter of music education and strives to keep creating new
and original works for young individuals across the world.

Chris holds a Masters of Music in Composition at Central Michigan University where he studied with renowned composer David
Gillingham. He also holds two Bachelor’s degrees from the University of Northern Colorado in Music Composition and Music
Education.

Chris is a member of ASCAP and proudly self-published through his publishing company Nox Tenebrae Music.

Please visit Chris and Nox Tenebrae Music online at www.chrispilsner.com
or e-mail him at chris@chrispilsner.com
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