A Great and Glorious Victory

The Battle of Trafalgar in 1805 was more than a historic and decisive naval
victory. In the decades preceding, the principal protagonists — England,
France and Spain — had at times been allies of each other as well as
opponents in warfare. The well-known events of October 21* 1805 during
which the combined French and Spanish fleet was defeated by Lord
Nelson’s fighting men (and women) were immediately followed by a less
well-documented event — a storm of the greatest severity that threatened the
lives of all those who had survived the battle. In the face of such universal
mortal danger, sailors of all three nations set aside enmity and sought to save
each other from shipwreck and drowning, the injured and imperilled being
cared for regardless of nationality, with many receiving refuge on the
surviving ships of other nations.

‘A great and glorious victory’ seeks not only to celebrate the
events that ensured lasting fame for Lord Horatio Nelson, from whose words
the title is taken, but also the ultimate victory for humanity in the face of the
greater forces of nature. The text is drawn from contemporary accounts of
Trafalgar, familiar hymns and the Book of Common Prayer, together with
the words of the Latin Requiem Mass.

‘A Great and Glorious Victory’ was commissioned by the
Portsmouth Choral Union in its 125" concert season to mark the bicentenary
of the battle of Trafalgar and the death of Britain’s greatest naval captain.
The work is scored for tenor soloist, SATB chorus and orchestra of
trumpets, timpani, percussion, strings and organ — mirroring the orchestra
chosen by Haydn for the Mass that bears Nelson’s name.
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