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Instrumentation

Piccolo

2 Flute

2 Oboe

2 Bassoon

3 Clarinet in Bb
Bb Bass Clarinet

2 Alto Saxophone
Tenor Saxophone
Baritone Saxophone
3 Trumpet in Bb

4 Horn in F

3 Trombone
Euphonium

2 Tuba

Percussion 1
Timpani
Suspended Cymbal

Percussion 2
Suspended Cymbal
Chimes

Hi-Hat

Percussion 3
Marimba
Chimes

Gong

Crash Cymbal

Percussion 4
Marimba
Vibraphone

Bass Drum
Suspended Cymbal

Percussion 5
Xylophone
Bells

Gong

Percussion 6
Hi-Hat

Wood Block
Vibraphone
Bells

Percussion 7
Triangle
Suspended Cymbal
Bells

Bass Drum

Percussion 8
Snare Drum
Bass Drum
Triangle

Wind Chimes

*Note: The number of actual percussion instruments used may be determined based on performance logistics.
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Program Notes

When Kevin Bowen approached me to be a part of their Young Composer Series, he encouraged me to use
the University Motto as a means of inspiration, just as the previous in the series had done. | decided to use
“Pro Humanitate” in its most broad sense, meaning “for all of humanity.”

The concept of hymn for a breakthrough precluded the actual writing of the piece. | wanted to write
something that celebrated the moments when we, as a society, “break through” a barrier. This concept can
manifest itself in numerous forms: a breakthrough discovery in the medical field, breaking through racial
barriers, a breakthrough in communications between warring sides... Anytime we use the word
“breakthrough,” it is often to suggest an exciting success in the face of great adversity. The musical
manifestation of this for me was to use the Wake Forest Alma Mater, “Dear Old Wake Forest,” as a source
from which I could pull strains of melodic and harmonic material.

Though the use of the word hymn references the more chorale-like melody found throughout, hymn for a
breakthrough employs a constant drive, even when the tempo is vague. Some of the greatest breakthroughs
we have experienced are a result of constant determination and effort, as represented by this rhythmic drive.
There are numerous instances of tension and dissonance, but most lead to a moment of resolve.

hymn for a breakthrough is dedicated to Kevin Bowen and the Wake Forest University Bands. | am
honored to have been selected as a part of their Young Composer Series, and | look forward to numerous
other collaborations. | am, however, disappointed that I never received any response to my undergraduate
application to the University. | felt quite satisfied with myself when | answered the essay question, “What is
the worst quality about your generation?” with, simply, “APATHY.” (True Story)

About the Composer

William Pitts (b. 1986) is a composer, conductor, and arranger from Dallas, Texas. Growing up in Carrollton,
Georgia, Will began his musical studies in piano and choir at age seven, saxophone in grade five, and began
his conducting studies in grade seven. Pitts graduated summa cum laude from Emory University, where he
studied saxophone, conducting, and composition. He was the first student to complete an Honors Project in
both Conducting and Composition. Will also earned teaching certification from North Georgia College and
State University.

Pitts served as a Conductor of the Phantom Regiment Drum and Bugle Corps of Rockford, Illinois, for three
years (2005, 2007-2008). He was a finalist for DCl's Jim Jones Leadership Award all three years. In 2008, the
Regiment took first place honors as World Champions at the Drum Corps International Finals. Will was also
honored as Regiment's 2008 Mark Glasscoe Member of the Year. He has also served on Regiment's
Management Staff.

Pitts is active as a music designer, adjudicator, and instructor for high school band programs throughout the
country. His compositions and arrangements have been commissioned and performed across the United States
and Australia. He has written works for and been commissioned by the Atlanta Youth Wind Symphony, the
Atlanta Trumpet Ensemble, The Vega String Quartet, the Atlanta Saxophone Quartet, the Northwinds
Symphonic Band, horn virtuoso J.D. Shaw, and numerous high school and collegiate wind and chamber
ensembles. He has also served as a production consultant and talent for Tom Blair, Inc., Drum Corps
International, and MTV.

Pitts' recent Honors and Awards include the 2008 Katherine Blumenthal Award for Composition, the 2009
Emory University Music Department Nominee for the Sudler Prize in the Arts, and the 2010 Award Recipient of
the Atlantic Coast Conference (ACC) Band Directors Association Grant for Young and Emerging Wind Band
Composers.

If you would like a shorter bio for a program, please e-mail Will at will@williampittsmusic.com
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