Super Flumina Babylonis
(Psalm 137)

SATB a cappella Giovanni Pierluigi Da Palestrina
(1525-1594)
Edited by B. R. Henson

Editorial Notes

Sacred motets of the sixteenth century were "word" music. Rhythmic groupings and the express
of rise and fall were achieved by these performance practices.

1. Stressed syllables were stressed dynamically. The stressed syllables are underlined i
in this edition. Obviously then, unstressed syllables are sung softer.

2. Melismas (several notes per syllable) follow the architectonic line.
crescendo on rising melismas and decrescendo on falling ones.

These familiar markings—— and=——have been added to help reme
practices. The dynamic markings are editorial and are only suggestions.
flect the meaning of the text. They will alsochange according to the size o
room. The text follows.

Super flumina Babylonis, illic sedimus, By the waters o lon, there we sat down
et flevimus dum recordaremur tui, Sion. and we, ber thee, O Zion.
In salicibus medio ejus On themillow, s
suspendimus organa nostra. we huhgup,
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