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LYRICS – Howard Goodall 
 

Verse 1: SOLO 
I do not know you 

But I have seen your face 
You may be distant but your voice still carries 

I'm your descendant 
But we have never met 

You're there beside me when the dusk-light tarries 
(more voices) 

Once we thought that nothing could survive the grief 
The loss 

The void with which we could not cope 
Once our senses, paralysed by disbelief, 

Took fright 
And anger overwhelmed all hope 

 
Verse 2: ALL YOUNG VOICES 

And of those millions 
Not many walked away 

At first so few like wind-borne bolls of cotton 
Yet somehow breathing 
And somehow driven on 

To live this truth: the lost are not forgotten 
 

CHORUS 
See, see, the gift of life you granted 

See, see, the seeds of hope you planted 
On every tree-lined avenue 

On every sun-scorched frontier 
In olive groves and city streets 

Your kith and kin survive 
See, see, the dreams of generations 
See, see, new destinies and nations 

In every crowded boulevard 
In every snow-clad valley 

Wherever someone's journey leads 
Your names and faiths survive 

 
 

Verse 3: TUTTI 
This is not history 

It is our present need 
The past is there that we might heed its warning 

Hope is not given 
It is a choice we make 

At the abyss, to tide us till the morning 
First, unseen, the dark's retreat seems numb and slow 

So feint 
That doubt invades what strength remains 

Then, in time, its grip is loosened, day by day 
One dawn 

The dull light stirs, the winter wanes. 
 

CHORUS 
See, see, the gift of life you granted 

See, see, the seeds of hope you planted 
On every tree-lined avenue 

On every sun-scorched frontier 
In olive groves and city streets 

Your kith and kin survive 
See, see, the dreams of generations 
See, see, new destinies and nations 

In countless crowded boulevard 
In hushed and snow-clad valleys 

Wherever someone's journey leads 
Your names and faiths survive 

Your words and prayers survive 
Your songs and tales survive 
Your soul keeps hope alive. 
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